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Democratic Professional Forum -
links candidates, constltuents at
monthiy lunch meetmgs

BY HIEGAN V; wmsww _ ,
mepgan. Wmslow@scripps com .
Onee upon a time, one'didnt advertme hberal
leanings on the Tréasure Coast. .
Atiorney Rich Giflen remémbers it well, -

“At one point, being a Democrat in Martin: -

County, you'd be ostracized,” hesaid. .~

But with the advent of a.new hberal-mnded
organization, Gitleni.and other area Democrats
could- soon be waving those party aﬁ'ﬂjatlon
cards high.

Gitlen was among the throng that hea.rd Dern :

ocratic National Commitiee Chairman and for-

mer pres;dentml candldate Howard Dean speak -
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% The number of registered
. Martin County Democrats has
been about half that of regis-
.tered Martin Cotinty Republi-
,cans for many years, said Deb

FROW P.RGE A’!

Wednesday afternoon inWest:
Palm_ Beach. as of “the-
,Democratzc Profess1 vial™ Fo-
THH), & -group ‘attempt o ek~

raiging.

\v monthly inch meetings, Mar-

il Democratic Professmnai Fo-
2 yum's foumder and ‘Chair Bry—

sure Coast chapter

taurant.

B for the saine reasoil the Pali

tract the party faithful' from
the area business COMMAHILY .
and * boost: Democrat fund

: Enthuslastlc about the :
| -year-old group that links can- .
}  didates 1o, .constituents aver

% tin County Detnocratic Party
Chair Dave Dew’ contactad the’

i an 8. Miller abbut.a month ago
¥ to tallk about starting'a. Trea-‘

“We're just now formmg —’
We're getting started,”: Y. Dew .
said Wednesday mormng, en
route to the $50:a-plafe Dean’
Tunch at Mark’s CltyPlace res-

Dew gaid the Treasure Coast_
version of ‘the forum emerged -

Beach County version dld o

area Democrats didi't fe'él that’

the comnty chamber of com-
meree offices were responsive:
enough to the democratic plat—
form.

And that seems to espemaﬂy .

rmgtmemMarﬁnandIndzan

River counties, congidered his<”
torically “Repubhcan - coun: -

ties, Dew gaid.

bie ‘Dent, deputy of electlom
_,systems for the county.
 Based om the most current
data, thére are 99,185 réegister-
.. ed voters in Martin County. Of
“those, . 27,347 are reglsterec
- Democrats and 51,036 are reg
- istered - Republicans. The - re
‘maining © 20, 802 consmts e
“other” voters.

Indian- River Coimty cur

. rently has 85 a8 registeret
- voters: 25,492 Democrats, 43,09
Republicans and 17,215 “other
: voters. - :

“Our businesspeople reall
have - nowhere to g0 unles
they're going ‘to "form, thei
oWn group — The party isn
enough,” Dew said.”

However, Miller and De\
see St. Lucie County, with i
influx of young familieg an
new development, as a bu
geoning source for Demoerz
party growth.

In 1996, there were onl
11,948 reglstered Democra

' compared with 14,002 registe



